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Participants created an alternative w

alking tour available as a Bookleteer dow
nload and print 

publication. It takes in Som
erset H

ouse, R
oyal O

pera H
ouse, D

esign C
ouncil, the H

ospital C
lub, 

English N
ational O

pera and the N
ational Portrait G

allery.
Book available from

; http://diffusion.org.uk/ and 
http://culturequarterprogram

m
e.co.uk/blog
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The stranger w
ho fi nds him

self in ‘The D
ials’ for the fi rst tim

e, and stands - at the entrance 
of seven obscure passages, uncertain w

hich to take, w
ill see enough around him

 to keep his 
curiosity and attention aw

ake for no inconsiderable tim
e. From

 the irregular square into w
hich 

he has plunged, the streets and courts dart in all directions. 
C

harles D
ickens, Sketches from

 Boz.

T
his book accom

panies Seven D
ays in Seven D

ials, a tem
porary exhibition put together by 

participants from
 London’s C

ulture Q
uarter Program

m
e w

orking closely w
ith professional 

podcasters, photographers, artists and the team
 behind the Em

pty Shops N
etw

ork’s tour-
ing project. Seven D

ays in Seven D
ials explores a distinct village in C

ovent G
arden, Seven D

ials;  
hom

e to 6500 residents and hundreds of shops and cafes.
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S
even D

ays in S
even D

ials

A
 W

eek in the Life of London's
C

ultural Q
uarters

For seven days, forty people explored the
colourful, village of S

even D
ials. B

ased in a
shop in S

hort's G
ardens, arm

ed w
ith

psychogeography techniques, technology and a
quest for adventure, they looked up, dow

n and
sidew

ays. H
ere's w

hat they found.



17 Seven D
ays in Seven D

ials w
as devised and m

anaged by D
an T

hom
pson from

 
artistsandm

akers.com
 and D

an W
illiam

s from
 C

ulture Q
uarter Program

m
e. 

Project m
anager for artistsandm

akers.com
 is N

atasha M
iddleton.

A
rt, fi lm

s, photography and podcasts by Steve Bom
ford, M

ichael R
adcliffe, R

ichard Vobes,  arts 
organisation Proboscis and its placem

ents Shalene Barnett and Karine D
orset w

ith thirty staff 
from

 the C
ulture Q

uarter Program
m

e.

Book designed by Proboscis, photographs by the artists and project participants.

Seven D
ays in Seven D

ials w
as supported by: 

upported by: 
T

he R
evolutionary A

rts G
roup

C
ulture Q

uarter Program
m

e
Shaftesbury PLC
W

est End C
ulture Q

uarter 

culturequarterprogram
m

e.co.uk
artistsandm

akers.com
sevendials.co.uk
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Participants w

orked w
ith a photographer to create a photography exhibition capturing the 

character and fl avour of life in Seven D
ials as seen through their eyes.

D
ow

nload the catalogue from
; http://diffusion.org.uk/ and

http://culturequarterprogram
m

e.co.uk/blog
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T
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S
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ve
 B

o
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fo
rd

 is a black and w
hite photographer and founder of Portsm

outh based N
eB 

M
edia. H

e is a com
plete social m

edia addict, start the conversation at 
w

w
w

.tw
itter.com

/stevebom
ford

w
w

w
.nebw

eb.co.uk

P
ro

b
o

scis are an independent artist led, arts organisation w
hose innovative w

ork ranges 
through projects in regeneration, artistic com

m
issions and collaborative academ

ic research. 
w

w
w

.proboscis.org.uk

M
ik

e
 R

ad
cliffe

 m
akes paintings, w

rites poetry, designs T-shirts and loves social m
edia and fast 

fi lm
-m

aking. H
e is artist-in-residence in the belltow

er at St M
atthew

’s, W
estm

inster.

D
a
n

 T
h

o
m

p
so

n
 is an artist, w

riter and photographer w
ith a love of forgotten places, and 

exploring tow
ns and cities across the U

K. H
e’s an expert in using em

pty spaces for exhibitions. 
w

w
w

.danthom
pson.co.uk

R
ich

a
rd

 V
o

b
e

s is an entertainer, form
er actor,  fi lm

 m
aker and professional internet 

broadcaster responsible for the Vobes Show
 (broadcast from

 A
 Beach 

Vobes Show
 (broadcast from

 A
 Beach 

Vobes Show
H

ut in W
orthing), 

The N
aked Englishm

an.and
Em

pty Shops Radio.
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u

d
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u
r 

Participants created their ow
n audio tour, to dow

nload as one podcast or as chapters,
including local history and drop-in interview

s w
ith participants and the people they

encountered in C
ovent G

arden.
H

ear the podcasts on; http://w
w

w
.em

ptyshopsradio.com
/ and

http://culturequarterprogram
m

e.co.uk/blog
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